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xxiv The Modern Language Association of America. 

Dr. von Jagemann : I am sorry to be so understood. 
There is no change as to the means and ends of language study. 
But there is a change as to the means and methods of instruc- 
tion in the modern languages. The study of methods is 
worthy of discussion. 

Professor Stager: I call attention to Wellesley College, 
where German study is through speaking by native German 
teachers. The success of the method is proved. I cannot 
agree with President Carter as to the necessity of Latin and 
Greek for the acquirement of grace and strength. 

Professor Kroeh (Stevens' Institute) : Those who have not 
tried this method had better try it. 

Professor Charles F. Raddatz (Baltimore City College) : 
I have tried it and failed. By employing this method in the 
beginning with my pupils in German, they made no headway 
at all. 

At this point, the Convention adjourned to meet at 9.30 a. m. 
on the following day (December 30th). 

In the evening a brilliant social reception was given to the 
members of the Convention by Mr. D. L. Bartlett, one of Balti- 
more's representative men of wealth and a generous patron of 
literary and art interests. On this interesting occasion the 
visitors had the opportunity of meeting not only the prominent 
litterateurs, professors and artists of the city but also many dis- 
tinguished members of the Pulpit, the Bench, and the Bar, 
together with a goodly number of Baltimore's most honorable 
citizens engaged in commercial pursuits. 

On December 30th, the meeting was called to order by the 
President at 9.45 a. m. First came the reports of Committees, 
as follows : 

1. The Committee appointed to audit the Treasurer's 
report : 

The Committee on auditing the Treasurer's report have the honor 
of announcing that the accounts of the Association have been ex- 
amined and found correct. 

F. M. PAGE, 
A. LODEMAN. 

The report was accepted. 
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2. On behalf of the Committee appointed to draw up greet- 
ings for the Zweiten allgemeinen deutschen Neuphilologentag, 
Professor W. T. Hewett (Cornell University) read the follow- 



The Modern Language Association of America has learned 
with the deepest interest of the organization of the Verband der 
deutschen neuphilologischen Lehrerschaft, at Hannover. We recog- 
nize the great and increasing importance which will attach to the 
modern languages as instruments of culture, and we welcome the 
foundation of a society which shall cooperate with us in defining 
more nearly the province of the study of the living languages of 
Europe and America, in education. We shall gladly unite in pro- 
moting the common objects of the two associations, in advancing 
research and in aiding investigations, as well as in the exchange of 
such publications and facts as will promote the study of the living 
languages and dialects of our respective countries, and will dissemi- 
nate just views of the place and methods of study of the modern 
languages in academic instruction. 

which was unanimously accepted and the Secretary ordered to 
forward a copy to the above-named Association. 

3. On behalf of the Committee appointed to bring forward 
suitable names for officers, Professor Edw. S. Joynes (South 
Carolina College) made the following nominations: 

OFFICERS. 

President, Jas. Russell Lowell, Harvard. 

Secretary, A. Marshall Elliott, Johns Hopkins University, 

Treasurer, H. A. Todd, Johns Hopkins University. 

executive council: 

the foregoing, ex-officio. 

Franklin Carter, Williams, W. T. Hewett, Cornell, 

B. F. O'Connor, Columbia. 

Sylvester Primer, Charleston, J. M. Garnett, Univ. of Va. 
Rodes Massie, Univ. of Tenn. 

J. K. Newton, Oberlin, Calvin Thomas, Michigan, 

H. C. G. von Jagemann, Indiana. 

editorial committee : 
James A. Harrison, Wash, and Lee, Edw. S. Sheldon, Harvard. 
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which report was accepted and the members therein named 
unanimously appointed. 

Professor Joynes then made some remarks touching the labor 
and responsibility attached to the office of Secretary under the 
present organisation, and suggested that in the near future the 
duties would naturally increase as the Association grows in 
numbers ; furthermore, as a matter of convenience, when the 
President should withdraw from a session, or is otherwise absent, 
he thought some provision should be made in the Constitution 
by which his place could be filled without having to stop to 
appoint a chairman. In view of these facts and in further view 
of our experience thus far as an organization, he proposed the 
following amendments to the Constitution. 

AMENDMENT ADOPTED BV THE BALTIMORE CONVENTION, 
DECEMBER 30, 1886 : 

i. The Executive Council shall annually elect from its own body 
three members who, with the President and Secretary, shall consti- 
tute the Executive Committee of the Association. 

2. The three members thus elected shall be the Vice-Presidents 
of the Association. 

3. To this Executive Committee shall be submitted, through the 
Secretary, at least one month in advance of meeting, all papers de- 
signed for the Association. The said Committee, or a majority 
thereof, shall have power to reject or accept such papers, and also, 
among the papers thus accepted, to designate such as shall be read 
in full, and such as shall be read in brief, or by topics, for subsequent 
publication ; and to prescribe a programme of proceedings, fixing the 
time to be allowed for each paper and for its discussion.* 

After a brief discussion regarding points of minor importance 
and a few verbal changes, these Resolutions were adopted and 
ordered to be spread upon the minutes. 

Dr. Henry Wood (Johns Hopkins University) then made 
a few remarks and ended by moving that a Committee be 
appointed to solicit subscriptions for the Grimm memorial and 
report to the next year's meeting. The motion was carried, 
Drs. Wood, Todd and Bright (all of Johns Hopkins University) 
were named by the Chair, as a committee for this purpose. 

It was then suggested that an annual statement and charac- 
terisation of the more important publications in modern 

♦Professors He-wett (Cornell University), Garnett (University of Virginia), and Thomas 
(University of Michigan), were designated by the Executive Council a& an Executive 
Committee for the year 1887. 
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languages, similar to that presented by Dr. Bright at the first 
meeting of this Convention, would be of interest and benefit to 
members of the Association and, on motion, Dr. Bright was 
requested to have such report printed and ready for distribution 
at the next regular meeting in 1887. 

The regular reading of papers was then entered upon and 
Professor F. V. N. Painter (Roanoke College) headed the 
list with a communication on 

8. " Recent Educational Movements in their Relation to 
Language."* 

President Shepherd (Charleston College) made a few 
remarks upon this paper : 

While admitting the intrinsic merit of Professor Painter's 
essay, he thought that it was in irrelevant in a purely philological 
body, its proper place being an educational or pedagorgic 
association. The paper had no relation whatever to any of the 
absorbing topics of modern philology. He thought, however, 
that even in discussing an avowedly educational theme, Prof. 
Painter might have drawn largely upon the wealth of illustration 
afforded by English Literature. Sir Philip Sidney, Ascham, 
Bacon, Ben Jonson, Milton, Locke, Swift Addison, Steele, 
Cowper, etc., are rich in interest and in suggestion to the student 
of educational development, as well as to the investigator of 
literary evolution and expansion. 

Professor James M. Garnett (University of Virginia) 
followed with a paper on 

9. " The Course in English and its Value as a Discipline."! 

Dr. James W. Bright (Johns Hopkins University) opened 
the discussion and said : 

It is gratifying to hear a man of Prof. Garnett's wide experi- 
ence on an important subject such as the one under consideration. 
There is little in the details which calls for special discussion ; 
but I think the general doctrine of the paper worthy of em- 
phasis. If we were to reduce to a statement the inherent truth 

*Cf. Transactions, pp. 83-91, for the full paper. 
tCf. Transactions, pp. 61-73, for the full paper. 



